
DRAFT AGENDA 
 

From analysis to action: 
Ways forward for integrating a gender perspective into donor support to statebuilding 

 
Wednesday, 5 November, 09:00 – 17:30 

Salle Roger Ockrent, Château de la Muette 

 
Statebuilding offers important opportunities to advance gender equality and women’s rights. It can 
transform institutions, power relationships and the links between state and society, and provides key 
entry-points to embed women’s rights in the new rules of social, political and economic engagement.  
 
Incorporating a gender perspective in all areas of statebuilding is also essential to achieving lasting 
peace and stable societies. Women’s active participation in statebuilding contributes to economic 
recovery, social cohesion and political legitimacy, and ultimately encourages more inclusive forms of 
governance. Yet, too often, efforts to build peaceful, effective, and legitimate states fall short due to 
the failure to account for and address women’s specific experiences and priorities in post-conflict 
analysis and programming. 
 
Notably since the adoption of the landmark United Nations Security Council resolution 1325 and its 
follow-up resolutions, the international community has recognised that these opportunities can no 
longer be missed, and there is growing momentum for progress in integrating a gender perspective 
into statebuilding processes. A study by the OECD found that addressing gender and 
peacebuilding/statebuilding is a priority for over half of DAC members.1  
 
A range of recent studies, guidance and discussions have explored how this can be done and their 
conclusions point in the same direction. This workshop is designed to bring together gender equality, 
governance and conflict advisors to identify ways forward for putting this knowledge into action.  
 

Objectives 
 

To identify and agree concrete next steps for translating key recommendations for gender-sensitive 
statebuilding into practice by:  

1. Recapping central messages emerging from recent research on gender-sensitive statebuilding. 
2. Exchanging experiences of challenges, lessons and good practices in translating these 

recommendations into practice.  
3. Identifying specific, actionable initiatives that can support DAC members to make progress on 

this agenda, including areas for co-operation.  
 

Participants 
 

This will be a joint workshop for members of the OECD-DAC networks on conflict and 
fragility (INCAF), gender equality (GENDERNET), and governance (GOVNET). Representatives of civil 
society, g7+ countries, researchers and other interested stakeholders will also be invited.  

 
 

 
 

                                                        
1 17 DAC members identified gender and peacebuilding/statebuilding as a priority. See: OECD, 2014. From 
ambition to results: delivering on gender equality in donor institutions. Paris: OECD publishing. 



Wednesday 5 November 

09:00 – 10:30 Session 1: Setting the scene: what are the key bottlenecks holding back progress? 
 
Chair: Melissa Brown, Director, Office of Conflict Management and Mitigation, United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID). 
 
Objectives: To set the scene by introducing the objectives and structure of the day; highlighting 
convergence in recommendations from recent work on gender and statebuilding; and taking stock 
of how these are currently being addressed in DAC member agencies. 
 

 Welcome and introduction by Carolina Wennerholm (GENDERNET Bureau member and 
incoming Chair, Sweden) and Melissa Brown (INCAF member, United States).  
 

 What do we know about DAC members’ support for gender and statebuilding? 
o Emily Esplen (GENDERNET Secretariat) 
o Diana Koester (INCAF Secretariat)  

 

 Clare Castillejo, Senior Researcher, FRIDE. How to build a state that works for women? 
 
Open discussion:  

 How are DAC members putting this evidence into practice in their own policy and 
programming?  

 What is holding back progress within DAC member agencies?  
 

10:30 –11:00 Coffee Break  

11:00 – 12:30 
 

Session 2: Integrating gender equality into security and justice programming: where are the entry 
points and opportunities?  
 
Chair: Carolina Wennerholm, GENDERNET Bureau member and incoming Chair, Sweden.  
 
Objectives: To identify blockages and entry points for the systematic integration of a gender 
perspective in donor programmes on security and justice; and exchange good practices and lessons 
about “what works”. 
 
Speakers: 

 Nahla Valji, Policy Adviser and Officer in Charge, Peace and Security Section, UN Women. 
What do we know about effective practice in integrating a gender equality and women’s rights 
perspective into security and justice sector reform? Reflections from UN Women’s experience.  
 

 DAC members: promising practice in integrating gender equality into security and justice 
programming. 

o Katharina Spiess, Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, 
Germany.  

o Bjørg Skotnes, Coordinator for Women, Peace and Security, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Norway.  

o Donica Pottie, Director, Conflict Policy Stabilization and Reconstruction Task Force 
Secretariat, Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development, Canada. 

 
 



Open discussion:  

 What are the key obstacles to integrating gender equality into security and justice reform 
programmes? Why hasn’t more progress been made in this area? 

 What are the main variables to take into account when designing gender-responsive security 
and justice reform programmes? 

 What are the good practices emerging from DAC members’ experiences of integrating gender 
equality from the outset of security and justice reform programmes? 

 What is needed in practice to strengthen donor efforts in this area?  

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch Break  

14:00 – 16:00 
 

Session 3: Gender and PEA: “The power relationship that Political Economy Analysis forgot?”  

Chair: David Yang, GOVNET Co-Chair, United States.  

Objectives: To strengthen understanding of why and how Political Economy Analysis (PEA) needs to 
integrate gender in order to improve the effectiveness of donor support to statebuilding and gender 
equality. 

Part 1: Setting the scene  

Speakers: 

 Per Nordlund, Lead Policy Specialist on Democracy and Human Rights, Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency. Reflections on SIDA’s experience in integrating gender into 
power analysis. 

 David Yang, GOVNET Co-Chair, United States. USAID’s perspective on gender and PEA. 

Q&A: 

 What practical experience can be shared in integrating gender into PEA and other forms of 
conflict and governance analysis?  

 What challenges have donors experienced in integrating gender into PEA? 

Part 2: Breakout groups  

Participants will discuss a case study on gender-sensitive political economy analysis. This will be 
followed by a quick report back and discussion of findings.  
 

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee Break  

16:30 – 17:30 Session 4: Ways forward: What are the next steps for translating analysis into action?  

Chair: Alan Whaites, Team Leader, Governance for Development and Peace Team (G4DP), OECD. 

Objective: To agree concrete next steps for translating recommendations for gender-sensitive 
statebuilding into action; and identify opportunities for collaboration between members. 
 
Open discussion:  

 What concrete and actionable initiatives could contribute to tackling the challenges and making 
use of the opportunities discussed during the day?  

 How can DAC members work together to advance this agenda? 

 How can the OECD DAC best support members in their efforts to integrate gender equality into 
statebuilding? 

Cocktail reception starts at 18:00 in the ‘Red Chairs’ Café 


